
What a beautiful month September has been, and we are truly 
thankful for the warm temperatures and sunny skies! It has been especially wonderful 
witnessing the excitement of students returning to school, the staff working together 
as a team and all of us renewing relationships with one another. 

During our Thanksgiving Celebration we will take time to 
reflect upon and show appreciation for the goodness in 
our lives.  

Thank you to the parents who took part in our Meet the 
Staff Night on September 17. Your participation indicates 
your great interest and support in the education of your 
children.

Please be sure you have taken time to read the opening 
pages of the Agenda Book with your child and sign to 
indicate that you have shared the school rules and 
procedures. 

We are very thankful for our school staff! October 2 is 
Custodian Appreciation Day and October 5 is World 
Teachers? Day. These two special days are a great 
opportunity for us to thank our staff for all they do!

May God continue to shower us with blessings as we work 
together to create the best possible learning environment 
for our students. On behalf of the staff, we would like to 
wish each of our students and their families a very happy 
and blessed Thanksgiving.

Heidi Maas Carol Durnford

Principal Assistant Principal

 October 2020 

It is thanking God for all that 
others have done for us by 
doing things for others.

It is thanking God for 
opportunities by accepting 
them as challenges.

It is thanking God for 
happiness by striving to make 
others happy.

It is thanking God for beauty 
by helping to make the world 
more beautiful.

It is thanking God for health 
and strength by the care and 
reverence we show our body.

It is thanking God for each 
new day by living it to the 
fullest.

~ Wilfred A. Peterson

we give 
t hanks!
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READ- IN 
WEEK

Although Read In 

Week will be virtual this 

year, St. Angela staff and students will 

continue to build and enhance personal 

and community relationships through 

literacy and the love of reading.The theme 

for 2020 is Read Around t he Wor ld. 

Sometimes the world feels like a very large 

place, but with globalization and new 

technology, it can feel very small too! No 

matter where you are in the world and 

where you?re reading from, everybody has 

a story to share. Whether we?re sharing 

stories in person or virtually, whether 

we?re near or far, whether we?re physically 

together or physically distant, we are all 

connected. While we are unable to 

welcome guests into our classrooms we 

have a variety of fun literacy activities 

planned for our students and we will use 

technology to connect with a variety of 

guest readers.

 

 

Hal l oween 
We will be celebrating Halloween with 

classroom parties on Friday, October 30. 

The following guidelines provided by ECSD 

will be in place:

·Covid masks must still be worn

·Full face masks are not allowed

·No replicated weapons are allowed

·Costumes must allow for sanitizing and 

washing of hands ? therefore no hand 

covering.

·No sharing of candy among students.

·If teachers are handing out treats ? all 

treats must be individually packaged and 

handed out by the teacher after they have 

sanitized their hands; consider also 

utilizing gloves when distributing.

Please wat ch for  addit ional inform at ion 

f rom  your  child's t eacher  w it h specif ic 

plans for  t heir  classroom  par t y. 

   

Oct ober  5- 9
Read ar ound
 t he wor l d

  



Chaplain Corner 

Parents are invited to join us for our 

Thanksgiving Celebration at 10:30 

am on Wednesday, October 7 via 

Microsoft Teams. A link will be sent 

out to all parents through a K12 

Swift email. 

... I have called you by name, you are mine. 
a/saiah 43:J 

Loving Father, you sent your Son into the world to redeem 

CALENDAR 

Thanksgiving 

Celebration - we will join 

together as a school 

family through Microsoft 

Teams. 

no school. 

Faith Development Day 

for staff. No school for 

students. 

Classroom Halloween 

us by his Cross and Resurrection. Send your Spirit upon us       parties. 

today to make us stewards of your gifts and witnesses of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. Come live in our hearts and strengthen us to love and serve you. 

With Christ as our model and our teacher, we celebrate and witness our faith, learning 

together, working together, and praying together in answering the call to a faith-filled 

life of service. We pray this through your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

School Council News 

We would like to invite all parents and guardians to join us for our School Council 

Meeting on Monday, October 5 at 6:30 pm. A Microsoft Teams link will be emailed out 

on the day of the meeting. 

 Returning to School
If your child has been away from school due to illness, you must contact the office 

 before your child returns to class. We are keeping track of all symptoms, COVID test 
results, etc as part of our COVID-19 safety protocols. 



   

CLASSROOM NEWS

 

Grade one is learning about  
pat t erns.



Tips to help your child be comfortable and confident wearing a mask 

To help protect each other and to prevent the spread of COVID-19 it is recommended masks be worn 
when physical distancing cannot be maintained. This includes in places like schools, buses 
and public transit, health care facilities, and some community public places. Currently, many stores 
and businesses are also requesting customers wear masks. 

Help your child understand why we need to wear masks and help them be confident and comfortable as possible 
wearing a mask. 

Here are some simple tips and helpful resources:  

Masks provide protection. 
Masks help keep everyone safe during the COVID-19, especially in public places like a school. It is a simple act 
of kindness. My mask protects you. Your mask protects me. Masks offer a way to cover your mouth and nose 

to prevent germs that can go from your body onto someone else or on to things that people touch. Germs can come from 
our body when we do things like sneeze, cough, talk, yell, laugh or sing. Wearing a mask may stop you from touching 
your nose and mouth which can also help prevent the spread of the virus. Watch this short video to learn more about 
wearing a mask. For more helpful tips, visit Kids Health. 

Choosing a mask. Let your child help. 
If possible, have children choose the colour and design of their mask, and the fabric that will feel comfortable 
for them. Mask extenders (ear savers) that connect the elastics behind the head rather than hooking them 

behind the ears can help your child feel more comfortable wearing a mask.  For children that experience touch 
sensitivities, look for masks that are made of soft material. Check out some of these play and sensory strategies to help.  
When a child mask isn’t available, follow the steps in this video to adjust an adult size. 

How to wear a mask and how to safely put it on and take it off.   
Dr. Deena Hinshaw shows how in this short video.  Check out the resource from Sick Kids on How to Wear a 
Mask. Visit alberta.ca/masks for more information on buying, wearing and caring for a mask.  More Tips for 

Helping Kids Wear Masks from the Action Learning Network.  

How to Wear a Non-Medical Mask 
Proper, regular handwashing is one of the best ways to protect yourself from contracting COVID-19. Washing your 
hands properly involves a few steps, but it’s easy to do and takes about the same time as singing the A-B-C song. 
Watch the ABCs of Handwashing with your children to learn how to properly handwash.  

How to care for your cloth mask.  
Store masks in a sealed and clean storage bag, like a sandwich bag, to keep them clean and ready for use. 
When you remove your cloth mask, place it back in the bag until you need to wear it again.  Practice this at 

home with your children.  This will help them create the habit of caring for their mask.  Throw out the bag after it has 
been used.  Masks should be washed after each use. Here are some tips on cleaning your mask. 

Role model mask-wearing for your children.  
Show them how you put on and take off your mask, while keeping good hand hygiene. Try wearing your 
masks at home for short periods of time and wear them when you are out in your community.  

For more ideas on how to encourage your child to keep a mask on their face, check out How to Help Your Child Adapt 
to Wearing a Mask.   

A simple act of 
kindness. 

https://youtu.be/d6hzxeMYA4w
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-masks.html
https://greatkidsplace.com/helping-your-child-wear-a-mask-with-play-sensory-strategies/
https://youtu.be/NAsBJpkX_iw
https://youtu.be/6MojzHFStNs
https://greatkidsplace.com/helping-your-child-wear-a-mask-with-play-sensory-strategies/
https://greatkidsplace.com/helping-your-child-wear-a-mask-with-play-sensory-strategies/
https://www.alberta.ca/masks.aspx?utm_source=redirect&utm_medium=sticker&utm_campaign=Covid19&utm_term=masks
https://med.umich.edu/mott/thrive/tips-for-helping-kids-wear-masks
https://med.umich.edu/mott/thrive/tips-for-helping-kids-wear-masks
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/80c3fda3-7bd8-41c2-8724-c476c1b54a5b/resource/818e2afa-3d15-4932-8654-d2dcb3c85539/download/covid-19-how-to-wear-a-non-medical-mask-poster-11x17-colour.pdf
https://youtu.be/OjrKDx6S4rk
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://biasbehavioral.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Wearing-a-Mask-Tips.pdf
https://biasbehavioral.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Wearing-a-Mask-Tips.pdf


Tips to help your child be comfortable and confident wearing a mask 

 

 

 
Reliable information about COVID-19 and resources to support you and your family.                                                          
Review AHS’ Physical Distancing video with your children to help them understand how it works to protect 
them and others.   

 
Help your family prepare for return to school, visit: Alberta Parents’ Guide 2020-21 School Year 
 
To help your child understand more about the COVID-19 virus, watch this video together and learn how the virus 
works. Kids’ Questions About COVID-19 - Part 1 
 
Do your children have more questions about COVID-19?  Check out the video series:  Kids’ Questions about COVID-19 
 
Alberta Health Services: ahs.ca/covid        

                                            ahs.ca/helpintoughtimes         

Government of Alberta: alberta.ca/covid 

https://youtu.be/17Nl5j1pF1s
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/ee687c03-af4e-4e08-9a5c-2b913ebdf31b/resource/b843cc75-d224-4cb3-b9b6-5e6eebad7bbb/download/edc-covid-parents-guide-2020-21-school-year.pdf
https://youtu.be/jxS2NoXR7To?list=PLi1tOF1I5ZoW3Hdb76dEPNGjd0Dzvps6G
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLi1tOF1I5ZoW3Hdb76dEPNGjd0Dzvps6G
http://ahs.ca/covid
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/amh/page16759.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx


The person MUST stay home!

Is there one (1) or more of these symptoms? 

• Chills

• Painful swallowing

• Stuffy/blocked nose

• Headache

• Muscle or joint ache

• Loss of sense of smell or taste

• Feeling unwell, fatigued or sever exhaustion

• Gastrointestinal symptoms (nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, un-

explained loss of appetite)

• Conjunctivitis  (“Pink Eye”)

Is there one (1) or more of these symptoms? 

• Fever (temperature higher than 38oC/100.4oF)

• Unusual Cough (new or worsening chronic)

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing  (new or wors-

ening)

• Runny nose

• Sore throatDid the person have a CoVID-19 test?

Was the CoVID-19 test negative ?

Does the 

person still 

have 

symptoms? 

The person 

must stay 

home until 

the symp-

toms are 

gone. 

The person may go 

to school or work! 

The person is legally required to stay 

home for a minimum of 10 days.

After day 10, does the person still have 

symptoms? 

The person 

must stay 

home until 

the symp-

toms are 

gone. 

The person 

may go to 

school or 

work! 

The person needs to stay 

home until the symptoms 

are gone.The person 

may go to 

school or 

work! 

Is the person 

a close con-

tact* of a 

positive 

CoVID-19 

test? *A close contact is defined as a person who provided care for the individual, including healthcare workers, family

members or other caregivers, or who had other similar close physical contact with the person without consistent

and appropriate use of personal protective equipment OR who lived with or otherwise had close prolonged con-

tact (within two metres) with the person while they were infectious OR had direct contact with infectious bodily

fluids of the person (e.g. was coughed or sneezed on) while not wearing recommended personal protective equip-

ment.

Accessed 22 September 2020 online at https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/page16997.aspx#:~:text=*%20A%

20close%20contact%20is%20defined,lived%20with%20or%20otherwise%20had  

The person is legally required to 

stay home for a minimum of 10 

days. 

If symptoms appear, please 

start at the top of chart.

The person’s CoVID-19 test 

is positive. 

https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/page16997.aspx#:~:text=*%20A%20close%20contact%20is%20defined,lived%20with%20or%20otherwise%20had
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/page16997.aspx#:~:text=*%20A%20close%20contact%20is%20defined,lived%20with%20or%20otherwise%20had


 

Great news! The Edmonton Public Library (EPL) in partnership with ECSD is providing free 
public library cards to students and your child is eligible to receive one.  

 

We have what it takes to get your child to the top of the class. An public library card is a 
great way to support literacy and learning and instill a love of reading in your child. EPL 
shares a world of fun and stories and helps set up students for success.  

 

Please fill out the SchoolEngage form if you would like your child to get a library card; or, if 
your child already has a library card, to inform the library of any change in your child’s 
membership information (phone number, address, new school, etc). This will keep your 
child’s existing membership active and up-to-date. 

 

 

Sign into the PowerSchool Parent Portal at: 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net 

Find the SchoolEngage icon  on the left hand menu and click. 

 

SchoolEngage Welcome screen 

 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/


 

Click on the Students option to see a list of students 

 

 

Click on a student’s name to see their info panel and list of forms to be filled out. Click on New beside 
the Edmonton Public Library Card Form to start the form. 



 

Please read the form Introduction and fill out the required fields. As a form of Digital Signature, please 
type your name and select the “I Agree” checkbox. 

 

Once you have completed your selections, click Submit to complete your form. 



1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2020 
 

“Joy springs from a grateful heart. Truly, we have received much, so many graces, so many blessings, and we 

rejoice in this. It will do us good to think back on our lives with the grace of remembrance…Let us seek the 

grace of remembrance so as to grow in the spirit of gratitude. Let us ask ourselves: are we good at counting our 

blessings, or have we forgotten them?”   (Pope Francis, Homily, 09/24/15) 
 
Our Holy Father shared these words initially when he was preaching to a group of priests and religious in New 
York.  The message, however, is one that transcends vocation and age and whispers into all of our hearts.  It is 
so easy to lose our sense of gratitude and joy when we are being inundated with messages of fear, anxiety, 
and negativity at every turn, every day.  This year, more than ever, as we approach Thanksgiving, it is so 
important for us to take time to discern and to remember all of the goodness in our lives.  There are blessings 
in each of our lives, and it is important that we never lose sight of them.  Counting our blessings with gratitude 
is the first step of our journey to joy. 
  
The beginning of September seems so long ago.  There is no question that we are all learning as we move 
along the educational journey in Covid times.  Families and schools have all been focused on making learning 
“work” in an environment that is drastically different than the norm, all while trying to minimize anxiety for 
everyone. 
 
At the time of writing this article, our Division has an enrolment of 43,350 students with approximately 11,513 
of those students participating online.  Part of the understanding that we have gained as a Division is that we 
need proper time to be able to plan for and staff our different learning scenarios.  As a Division, we have hired 
96 teachers to support the learning choices that families made; thankfully, much of the cost of this is offset by 
the federal education pandemic funding that was announced in September.  We are very proud of the way our 
schools and departments were able to reconfigure in the few precious days between August 28, when parents 
finalized their Quarter 1 learning decisions, and the first student day on September 2.  In many cases, entire 
school timetables needed to be rebuilt and teaching assignments were changed.  
 
October sees Quarter 2 on the horizon, and this means families will have another opportunity to choose in-
school or online learning.  You will receive a SWIFT K-12 message by October 5 with all of the information that 
you will need in order to make an informed decision for your children for the second quarter and beyond.  We 
need to have a firm commitment from our families well before the second quarter begins on November 10 so 
that we can arrange our staff appropriately. 
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I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ General Audience on September 2, 2020.  “The current 
pandemic has highlighted our interdependence: we are all linked to each other, for better or for worse. 
Therefore, to come out of this crisis better than before, we have to do so together; together, not alone… 
Either it is done together, or it is not done. We must do it together, all of us, in solidarity.” 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  



Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 

presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are 

his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 

praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures 

forever, and his faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100). 

Given our unique circumstances in the past eight months, and the many challenges and 

difficulties that so many have faced, we might think that as Thanksgiving approaches, we have 

very little for which to be thankful. But scripture and particularly Psalm 100 tell us a completely 

different story. In fact, the passage invites us to praise the Lord with great joy; to celebrate and 

worship the God of love.  

The major theme that emerges from this Psalm is the importance of belonging to God. During 

the past year there may have been times when we felt abandoned or forgotten by God. But the 

psalm presents the entire earth as joined together, not separated and alone. God’s steadfast 

love endures forever. And in the same way that we sing a song of praise to our creator, we 

acknowledge, praise, and bless Him for his goodness and mercy. Indeed, the Lord is good and 

he never abandons us; God is always ready to sustain us with his merciful love, even and 

especially during times of great doubt and fear. “Be not be afraid. I go before you always. Come 

follow me, and I will give you rest” (John Michael Talbot).  

During this Thanksgiving weekend, let us remember that God is with us, in the good times and 

in the moments that we find ourselves struggling. “Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made 

us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100). Like God, we 

too are called to be “good shepherds” in the environments where we live: in our families, at 

work, and in the community, sharing the Gospel message of love with everyone we meet.  

 

Sandra Talarico 

Manager, Religious Education Services 

Edmonton Catholic Schools 
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS - No Classes

Heritage Day  ....................................... August 3
Labour Day  .......................................... September 7
Thanksgiving Day  ............................... October 12 
Remembrance Day  ............................. November 11
Christmas Day  ..................................... December 25
Boxing Day  .......................................... December 26
New Year’s Day  ................................... January 1, 2021
Family Day  ........................................... February 15
Good Friday ......................................... April 2
Easter Sunday  ..................................... April 4
Easter Monday  .................................... April 5
Victoria Day  ......................................... May 24
Canada Day  ......................................... July 1

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES

First Day of Classes ............................. September 2
No Classes/Staff Development 
Pre-K to Grade 9 .................................. September 4
No Classes/Staff Development  ........ October 29
Catholic Education Sunday  ............... November 1
Holodomor Memorial Day  ................ November 28
Last Day of Classes  ............................. December 18
Christmas Vacation  ............................. December 21-January 1
Teachers’ Convention  ........................ February 25-26
No Classes/Staff Development  ........ March 18
Spring Break  ........................................ March 29-April 2
Catholic Education Week  .................. May 10-14
National Indigenous Peoples’ Day  .. June 21
Last Day of Classes  ............................. June 25
Early Dismissal Day  ............................

DIVISION CALENDAR 2020-2021
Edmonton Catholic Schools

... I have called you by 
name, you are mine.

- Isaiah 43:1 
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